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SEVENTY LESSONS IN TEACHING 
AND PREACHING CHRIST 


THE PRE-EMINENCEHE OF CHRIST 


- “Twapm ALL Turmas Hm Miagur Have THE PRE-BMINENOR ” 


HAT the Name of Jesus is the widest known, the 
= Æ -best loved, indeed the outstanding name in the 
world, not even` the bitterest opponent can deny: Its 
praises are sung without ceasing day and night. From 
every quarter of the globe ascend songs of gladness from 
the lips of those whose lives have been lightened with the 
knowledge of that Name. 

It is in very fact the “ Name that is above every name.” 
The press never stops printing books and tracts of which 
He is the theme; poets sing His praise in sacred poetry 
and in solemn hymns; artists find inspiration in the 
incidents of His life and death for their greatest master- 


- pieces; daily tens of thousands of teachers and preachers 


go forth, often asking no reward, to proclaim His name and 
speak of His dying love. Martyrs triumphed in the flames 


- or endured patiently in dungeons, and unnumbered hosts 


have suffered the loss of all things for love of His Name, 


~ desiring only the privilege of spending and being spent 
- for His sake. There is no sphere of human life or activity 


in which His Name is not the one of greatest influence and 
power for righteousness and goodness. | 

Even science must confess Him as the One Who taught 
it to love truth and hate hypocrisy and superstition, to 
judge righteous judgment, for on these does all true science 


- depend. 
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Itisa tremendous claim that in ALL things He must have 
the pre-eminence, but the wonderful truth is that it must 
be accorded to Him. Nothing noble, beautiful or worthy 
in the world exists that must not ascribe to Him the first 
place in influence and power. 

He is the Outstanding Figure in History; the Greatest 
Person in the World of Men; He is, to use His own words, 
which express better than any others this exalted claim, 
“the Light of the World.” | 

Where is any rival? Who will come forward to dispute 
the fact that even now in this sin-troubled world that 
rejects Christ’s claim, He is the First, the Pre-eminent One ? 

But His pre-eminence is something far greater than all 
this. True, His place of influence in the world is assured 
as the first and the highest, but there are glories far 
beyond this in which He stands out pre-eminent and alone. 


I. THE DIGNITY OF HIS PERSON 


As John Bunyan wrote: “ This One hath not His fellow,” 

for though He is spoken of as “ God’s fellow” (Zech. 
13. 7) and also is not ashamed to call His people brethren, 
yet none can claim as He to be both God and Man. 
- This was the outstanding wonder of all God’s purposes, 
His greatest work, the great Mystery of Godliness, that 
He who was Himself God should be manifested in flesh, 
should be found in fashion as a man. 

There have been great men in the world who have won 
fame and renown and whose names are honoured and 
beloved; but all must give way to Him Who is more than 
Man, the Lord, the Heir -* all things, the Creator and 
Upholder of the universe. 


Il. HIS SINLESS LIFE AND PERFECT CHARACTER 


He must be accorded pre-eminence in this also, that in 
a world of sinners He alone was without sin. The holiest 
of the sons of men have been the first to acknowledge 
their sinfulness and how far short they fall of the glory 


The PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST jj 


of God, for “ thero is no man that sinneth not,” and “in 
many things we offend all” except One, and He stands 
out pre-eminent in holiness and sinless purity. 

Though meek and lowly in heart, He never confessed to 
sin nor apologized for failure. He only could, face His 
fellow-men and say: “ Which of you convinceth Me of sin * 

His character was perfect in all virtue. We do not 
think of Him as we do of other men, as being distinguished 
for some particular quality. He had all in perfect balance. 

If a circular disc be painted with the colours of the 
rainbow in equal proportions, when it is spun round it 
will appear white, for the rainbow is but a pure white 
light split by a prism into its component hues. So in 
Christ all the virtues are in such perfect proportion that 
as seen in Him none stands out above others ; all are merged 
in perfect white—the beauty of holiness. 


Il. THE NOBILITY OF HIS DEATH 


Many men have died noble deaths, have laid down their 
lives gloriously, and their memory is precious to us; but 
which of them will we place in comparison with the solemn 
scene on Calvary ? ’ 

There was in that death something with which no other 
could compare. It was a Substitutionary Sacrifice for 
Sin, such as only a Sinless Victim could offer. Unlike 
other men who came into the world to live, the Lord Jesus 
came to die, to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
His life was incidental to His death. That dark scene 
was ever before Him, and when the hour was come He 
beatae down His life, no man taking it from Him 
except in so far as they fulfilled the determi 
and foreknowledge of God. canis ui 

It was not the love of it, though that was great, or 
the patient endurance of the physical torture. or ‘the 
example of suffering wrongfully, or the tenderness of 
the seven utterances on the Cross, that gave it its pre- 
eminence. | It was the sacrificial character that Trees 

Christ died for our sins.” None other could have done 
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this. His death, the Just for the unjust to bring us to 
God, gives Him in this also the unchallengeable pre-eminence. 

Mahomet is sometimes quoted as a rival to Christ in 
his influence on men. Let us contrast the death of each. 

Mahomet died in a warlike camp, while he was making 
preparation for an unprovoked attack on a tribe which 
had done him no wrong, but upon which he had resolved 
to force his religion at the point of the sword. Ere his 
bloodthirsty purpose could be carried out he died in the 
arms of one of his many wives, with the noise of battle 
preparation in his ears. 

‘Now let us turn our eyes to Calvary and hear the gracious 
words, “ Father, forgive them, they know not what they 
ove as thus the Son of God prayed for those who slew 

im. 


IV.—THE GLORY OF HIS RESURRECTION 


In this He has the pre-eminence, as the first who has 
risen triumphant over death and the grave. There are 
seven cases recorded in the Bible of those who were called 
back from death; but only for a season—they died again, 
death would not yield up its claim. : 

But the Lord Jesus is the First Begotten from the dead, 
for it was not possible that He should be holden of death. 
He dieth no more, death hath no more dominion over Him. 

Now is Christ risen and become the Firstfruits of them 
that sleep. 


V. THE PURITY OF HIS TEACHING 


There have been moralists and teachers in the world, 
but never one whose doctrine was perfect. Amidst much 
that was good there was much of falsehood, a great deal 
that was mere theory, often false sentiment and untrust- 
worthy exaggeration. Each can be heard only in part; to 
none can a whole obedience be rendered. 

But the Lord Jesus stands out pre-eminent in this, that 
no word He ever spoke can be challenged as untrue, or 
false in sentiment, or weak in expression, or unreliable as 
a guide in life. Authority is stamped on every word. 
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Grace and truth in perfect balance aro found in all He 
said and did. Search those words such as never man spake 
and you will find nothing light or careless; nothing senti- 
mental or foolish; nothing uncertain or hesitating ; nothing 
proud or puffed up; in bold denunciation of evil nothing 
cruel or unfair; in gracious werds to the sinful, no excuse 
for or palliation of sin. | i 
o Tho beauty of the words is unequalled in all literature; the 
convicting power of them is absent from other writings. 
What comfort for the weary; what hope for the sinful; 
what wise counsel for the direction of life; what solemn 
warning to the rebel; what promises for the seeker; what 
assurance for the believer; what prospects for the future ! 
Search the myriad books of the world and see if- any 
can hold a candle to this pre-eminent of all teachers. 


VI.—THE WONDER OF HIS SALVATION 


It was said of Him at His birth, “ He shall save His 
people from their sins.” What a unique and outstanding 
claim! Did any man ever propose to save another from 
his sins? It cannot be done. In this, then, He must have 
the pre-eminence. . 

Yet the claim is true. Thousands of millions since the 
angel spoke those words to Mary have testified of Him 
that Ho has saved them from their sins. Well might the 
prophet of old ask, “ Where is any other that‘can save you ?” 

Mothers would willingly die if by so doing they could 
recall a prodigal son to the path of purity. Fathers would 
gladly pay their last penny if salvation could thereby be 
purchased for a wayward child. = 

Only One has ever been ablo to say to the believer, 
“ Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.” l 
= How hopeless would this sin-stricken world be if there 
were no Saviour for sinners! But there is One, and only 
One. It is He Who has in this, as in all else, the pre-eminence. 

He Himself put forward this extraordinary claim in 
unmistakable terms, “I am the Door; by Me if any man 
enter in he shall be saved.” - “ I am the Way, the Truth, 
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nud the Life; no man cometh to the Father but by 
Me.” | 

What other could bid his fellow-men, “ Come unto Me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest’? On the lips of any other that would be outrageous 


<- nonsense, 


And such a word as this, who else dare utter it ’—-“‘ I am 
the Resurrection and the Life; he that believeth on Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and he that liveth 
and believeth on Me shall never die.” 

Yet One stood among us Who uttered these words in 
all sincerity and gentleness. We must ascribe to Him the 
pre-eminence. ; 


VIl.—HIS GLORY AS HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 


When He walked this earth in humiliation, a man of — 
sorrows and acquainted with grief, He said, “ I will build 
My Church.” He foretold its course, a stormy, persecuted 
one, hated of all men, yet overcoming and spreading to 
all parts of the earth, until an innumerable company that 
no man can number should be gathered out of every tribe 
and kindred and nation, forming an invisible spiritual ` 
organism of which He Himself would be the unseen yet 
living Head; in which the Holy Spirit Whom He would 
send from the Father should abide as in a temple, sancti- 
fying and guiding it in its course in the world. 

This He has brought about, so that something unknown 
before in the history of the world has appeared. A company 
of redeemed and saved people, unlimited by nationality 
or language, having a common life, confessing His Name, 
and walking in love and good works—yet persecuted and 
downtrodden, but triumphing over all in His Name. 

In this as in all else He has the pre-eminence. 

It is of this Pre-eminent One these papers treat. g 


Lusson 1 


‘Before the World Was”’ 


I. Text. “ Whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting ” (Micah 5., 2). 

IT. Main Lesson. That Christ was no created being, 
limited by time, but was from eternity very God of very 
God—the Eternal Son. 

TIL. Scripture to Study: Proverbs 8. 22-36. Christ, 
under the figure of Wisdom personified, speaks. 

v. 22. One with the Father (cf. John 10. 30 and 38; 
14, 9-12). “Jehovah possessed Me in the beginning of 
His way, before His works of old.” 

v. 23. He was “In the Beginning” (cf. John 1. 1 and 
1 John 1. 1). “I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was.” 

vv. 24-27. Before Creation. ‘When there were no 
depths.” ... “No fountains abounding with water.” 
“ Beforo the mountains were settled.” ... “ While as 
yet He had not made the earth.” .. . 

vv. 28-29 .At Creation (seo Lesson 2). “ When He pre- 
pared the heavens I was there” ... “the depth” . . . 
‘‘the clouds (R.v. skies)” . . . “the fountains of the deep ” 
... “when He gave the sea his decree” .. . “when He 
appointed the foundations of the earth.” 

v. 30. God’s “Fellow” and “Delight” (ef. Zech. 13. 7; 
John 3. 16). “I was by Him as One brought up with 
Him, and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before 
Him.” 

v. 31. His Delight in Man. “... My delights were 
with the sons of men.” 

vv. 32-35. His Call to Men to Hear and to Find Life in 
Him (cf. John 1. 4 and 14. 6). “ Hearken unto Mo, O ye 
children.” ‘“‘ Blessed is the man that heareth Me. . 
Whoso findeth Me findeth life.” 

v. 36. Danger of Rejecting Him. “He that sinnech 
against Me wrongeth his own soul, all they that hate Me 
love death.” 
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o World was. The foregoing has introduced 
that the Lord Josus Christ was with the 
ning (that is, there was no beginning 
In other words, Ho is “the Eternal Son,” 

This leads to an equally wonderful truth that All the 
Great Work of Our Salvation Was purposed and planned 
in the councils of eternity betore the world was. 

in did not take God by surprise. Ho foresaw, when 
giving man a free will, that he would use it in rebellion, 
and so before his creation appointed his Redeemer and 
planned his Salvation. 

Seven things are said to have been before the world was. 

1. Tan GLORY or THE Son WITH THE Farner. In His 
prayer (John 17. 5) the Lord Jesus speaks of the glory “I 
had with Thee before the world was.” 

9. Tan Love OF THE FATHER TO THE Son. In the same 
prayer the Lord says: “ Thou lovedst Me before the founda- 
tion of the world.” 

3. Tre Purrosm to save Sinrot Man IN Grace. We 
read in 2 Timothy 1. 9 that God “saved us . . . according to 
His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.” 

4. Tuk WISDOM THAT CONCEIVED THE PLAN was ordained 
before the world (1 Cor. 2. 7). 

No wonder that the Apostle Paul apostrophizes in 
Romans 11.33: “ O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out!” 

5. Tae Promise or ETERNAL Liru was made and given 
Who cannot lie, “ before the world began ” (Titus 

6. Tar Lamp was SLAIN in the purpose of God “ before 
the foundation of the world” (1 Pet. 1. 20); so that in 
Perelrion 13. 8 He is spoken of as “the Lamb slain 

rom the foundation of the world.” 
E Ral T Tan Breor was made in the wondrous 
world ” (ph À i God “before the foundation of tho 

What a dignity and majesty these seven facts give tg 


tv. Betore th 
us to the fact tha 
Father in the begi 
when He was not). 
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It was no afterthought of God, as if sin 
had disarranged His plans and a remedy had to be found, 
but the purpose of the Eternal Wisdom and Perfect Love 
that knows the end from the beginning. 


V. Other Lessons from the Subject. 

1. Tur “ Wispom ” AND THE “« Worp.” On reading the 
passage above set out, Proverbs 8. 22-36, one will at once 
notice its similarity to that in John 1. 1-5. There Christ 
is the Word, in the beginning with God, and Himself 
God, acting in creation and giving Life to and becoming 
Light to the sons of men. 

Wisdom may be unrevealed, but the Word is spoken or 
revealed. 

I may be wise and no one perceive it, ‘but when I speak 
that wisdom is known and perceived. 

Tt is so with Christ. In the Old Testament, He is 
the Wisdom of God (not yet manifested); in the New Testa- 
ment, He is the Word of God, for in these last days God 
hath spoken unto us by His Son. The Word was made 
flesh. The Wisdom of God was manifested in the Word of 
God. 

2. Our SAVIOUR IS OUR GOD AND OUR Creator. This 
is not sufficiently emphasized in the preaching of the 
Gospel. 

Dr. Watts strikes this awe-inspiring note in the beautiful 
verse on the death of Christ. 

~ «© Well might the Sun in darkness hide 


And shut his glories in, 
When Christ THE MIGHTY MAKER died 


. For man the creature’s sin.” 


our salvation ! 


_ 3. THE FoREKNOWLEDGE oF Gop. Our finite minds have 
in the wisdom of God been limited to the past and present. 
The future is forbidden us. Men try to lift the veil, often 
by unlawful means, but nothing save that which God has 
been pleased to tell us can be known of what is coming. 

But God is not restricted in this manner. Past, present 
and future all lie before His infinite understanding: as 
David says, “ Thine understanding is infinite ”; and thank 
God “ His love is perfect.” 


nia hpi i te 
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What comfort this brings! 


“I cannot read His future plans, 
But this I know: 
I have the shining of His Face, 
And all the riches of His grace, 
While here below.” 


4, Tae DEATH OF CHRIST DETERMINED FROM ETERNITY, 
This is asserted in the Scriptures— . 
(i) By the Lord Himself. In John 10. 17 He says, “1 
have authority to lay (my lite) down, and I have authority 
to take it again. This commandment have I received of 
My Fatker ”—that commandment being the decree of 
the Eternal God. 
(ii) By Peter on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2. 28), 
“ (Christ) being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain.” 
(iii) Again in Acts 4. 28. “To do whatsoever Thy 
hand and Thy counsel determined before to be done.” 7 
So the Lamb was alain from the foundation of the world. j 
VI. Application. ! 
(i) The One of Whom these things are true demands i 
our adoration and worship. Let us follow the example of 
the once-doubting but believing Thomas and fall at His 
feet saying, ‘‘ My Lord and my God.” 
(ii) How shall we escape if we neglect so great a Salvation! 
—decreed from eternity; effectod by the Lord our Creator; 
and presented to us in the Gospel. 


OUTLINE 
Christ was from Eternity—— 


(i) The Lord of Glory (John 17. 5. See IV. 1). 

(ii) The Loven of the Father (John 17. 14. See TV. 2). 

(iii) The Licur of the World (2 Tim. 1. 9 and 1 Cor. 2. 7. 
see IV. 3-4), 

(iv) The Livu giver (Titus 1.2. Seo IV. 5). 


a The Lams slain (1 Peter 1. 20, Rev. 13. 8. See LY. 


wi 
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- of our text we are justifie 


Lesson 2 


Creator and Upholder of All Things 


I. Text. “Unto the Son He saith... Thou, Lord, 
in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and 
the Heavens are the works of Thine hands ” (Heb. 1. 10). 

II. Main Lesson. To show the majesty and glory of the 
Lord Jesus as Creator and Upholder ofallthings. That our 
faith in Him as our Lord and Saviour may be strengthened. 

IIL. Scripture for Study: Isaiah 40. 25-31. In the light 
d in applying this glorious passage 
to the Lord Jesus, the Holy One of God. l 

v. 25. He Challenges Comparison. “To whom then 
will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal ? saith the Holy One.” 

v. 26. He bids us Look at the Skies. “Lift up your 
eyes on high and behold Who hath created these things 
that bringeth out their host by number.” 

v. 26. His Infinite Knowledge. “He calleth them all 


by name.” 
v. 26. The Greatness of His Might. “ By the greatness 


of His might, for that He is strong in power.” 

v. 26. He Upholds them all. “ Not one faileth.”’ 

v. 27. He Rebukes Mistrust. “ Why sayest thou, O 
Jacob, . . . My way is hid from the Lord ?” 

v. 28. He cannot Fail in Power. “ Hast thou not 
known? The Everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary.” 

v. 28. Nor in Wisdom. “ There is no searching of His 
understanding.” 

v. 29. His Power is available for all who wai! upon Him. 
“He giveth power to the faint... . Even the youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall. But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint.” l 

By this infinite and beneficent Creator strength is given 
to them that wait on Him to do all His will. 
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JV. Eight Passages that Speak of Christ as the Creator 
and Upholder of all Things. 

(i) Hebrews 1. 10 (see our text above}. 

(ii) John 1. 1-3: “ In the Beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ‘ate Al 
things were made by Him; and without Him was not any 
thing made that was made,” v. 14, “ And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 

(ili) Hebrews 1. 2,3: “ His Son, .. . by Whom also He 
made the worlds, Who being the brightness of His glory, 
and the express image of His person, and upholding all 
ihings by the Word of His power, . . .” 

(iv) Colossians 1. 15-17: “ Who is the Image of the 
Invisible God, the Firstborn (see Psa. 89. 27) of all creation, 
for by Him were all things created, in Heaven, in earth, 
visible and invisible .. all things were created by Him 
and for Him, and He is before all things and by Him all 
things consist ” (maintain their being and place). 

(v) Ephesians 3. 9: “ Who created all things by Jesus 
Christ.” l 

(vi) 1 Corinthians 8. 6: “ To us there is . . . one Lord 
Jesus Christ by Whom are all things and we by Him.” 

(vii) Revelation 3.14: “ The Amen, the Faithful and True 
Witness, the Beginning (author) of the Oreation of God.” 

(viii) Revelation 14. 1 and 7: “ Lo, a Lamb stood on the 
Mount Sion... . Worship Him that made Heaven and 
Earth and the Sea and the Fountains of Waters.” 


To these must be added the remarkable passage in which 
Christ Himself claimed to be One with God in the creation 
and upholding of all things: John 5. 17, “ My Father worketh 
hitherto, and J work. Therefore the Jews sought to kill Him, 
because He not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also 
that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.” 
His creation was not the rest of 
uo “ion and delight in all He had made. 
TS orks in upholding and maintaining all things, and 

us work the Lord J esus claimed to share. 


The Jews did not mis : a 
self equal with God. musunderstand Him—He made Him 
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y. Other Lessons from the Subject. a : 
1. THE Immensiry OF CREATION. Some years ago one 
of the stars blazed up as if on fire and after some time 
disappeared. It is so distant that the astronomers tell | 
us that the conflagration took place in Queen Elizabeth's 
reign, the light of it only now reaching Us. In Hos, @ 
book recently published by the American Astronomer | 
J. H. Jeans, D.Se., LL.D., F.R.S., we read: It has been | 
“found that the most remote objects visible in the biggest ~~. ~ 
telescope on earth are so distant that light travelling / 
186,000 miles a second takes 140 million years to come 
from them to us ” (p. 14). | 
“Who hath created these things that bringeth out their + 
host by number ?” What number ? To quote again from 
Eos: “ The sun, which is a million times as big as the 
earth and 300,000 times as massive, proves to be something ' 
less than a grain of sand on the seashore. It forms one 
of a family whose number must certainly be counted in 
thousands of millions; Dr. Seares has estimated it at / 


thirty thousand million > (p: 19): | 
Well might David exclaim: “ When I behold the Heavens | 


the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which | 
Thou hast ordained; What is man that Thou art mindful of ; 
him or the son of man that Thou visitest him ?” (Psa. 8. 3-4). / 

2. Tas BEAUTY or CREATION. “ He hath made every- 
thing beautiful in his time ” (Eccl. 3. 11), and this is 
because He Himself is beautiful, altogether lovely. Creation 
is but His thoughts put into being. 

True holiness is pure beaxty. So we read of “the 
beauty of holiness,” and the “ beauty of the Lord our 
God ” (Psa. 29. 2, 27. 4). 

The two things to which God likens Himself are light 
and love (1 John 1. 5, 4. 16)—the most beautiful things 
in the physical and moral realms. i 
_ 3. Tae PURPOSE OF Creation. This is stated as follows 
in Scripture: 

(i) For His Pleasure. “ For Thy pleasure they are and were 
created ” (Rev. 4. 11); “The Lord taketh aes in them 
that fear Him; in their prosperity ” (Psa. 35. 27); “ in their 
prayers ” (Prov. 15.2). His delights are with the sons of men, 
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(ii) To Display His Glory. The Heavens declare the 
glory of God. God loves to display Himself to the song 
of men. Display in man is offensive because man has 
nothing in himself worthy of display, but with God infinite 
wisdom and perfect love are revealed in all He does and 
says for the happiness of His creatures. He delights, then, 
to make known Himself to us (John 17. 3). 

(iii) To have Objects for His Love. Therefore, “It 
became Him for Whom are all things and by Whom are 
all things im bringing many sons to glory to make the 
Captain of their Salvation perfect through sufferings.” 

(iv) That Christ might have Companions through all 
Eternity. Redeemed and sanctified by His precious Blood 
and conformed to His imag», so that He might be the First- 
born among many brethren. 

God’s original purpose made men in His own image, in 
His likeness ; that image marred by sin is restored in Christ. 

4. Tne UPHOLDING oF ALL Taras. It is often stated 
that tho world is governed by law. This is only relatively 
so. It is governed by a Person—the eternal and ever- 
blessed Son of God. His regular methods we call “ laws,” 
but all down to the smallest detail is directed and upheld 
by His infinite wisdom, mighty power and perfect love. 
Even the hairs of your head are all numbered ! 

When this is realized, how great should be our peace ! 

VI. Application. 

(i) If by faith we lay hold of the fact that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God (Heb. 11. 3), it will be 
easy to trust the One Whose power is so great. | 

(ii) Let us then delight ourselves in the wonders of 
creation that we may discover in them more of the great- 
ness, goodness and grace of Him Who made them. 


OUTLINES 
iy | Seven Questions as to Creation 
By Wnom f The Triune God (Gen. 1. 1). 
l'uxovan Wuom? The Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 1. 2). 


For e Him Who is “ Heir of all things” (Col. 1. 
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How? “ He spake and it was done ” (Psa, 33. 9). 
Waren? “Jn the beginning ” (Gen. 1. 1). 

In wHat Time? “Bix days” (Exod. 20. 11). 
Way? “ For His pleasure ” (Rev. 4. 11). 


The Testimony of Creation 
Declares THE GLORY of God (Psa. 19. 1) and 
Shows His HANDIWORK (Psa. 19. 1). 
His wondrous works declare Him PERFECT IN KNOWLEDGE 
(Job 37. 16) and 
Show His TERROB AND GREATNESS (Psa. 66. 3). 
His Works are Manirotp (many and varied) (Psa. 104. 24). 
His TENDER MERCIES are over them all (Psa. 145. 9). 
They Praisz Him (Psa. 145. 10). 
He is HOLY in them all (Psa. 145. 17). 
All BEAUTIFUL in their season (Eccles. 3. 11). 
His ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD revealed to all in them, 
leaving all without excuse (Rom. 1. 20). 


Three Worlds in 2 Peter 3. 6-13 
(i) Ta WORLD THAT THEN WAS (6) perished in the flood 
in the days of Noah. 
(ii) Tue HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WHICH ARE NOW (7) 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment. 
(iii) New HEAVENS AND 4 New EARTH (13) wherein dwelleth 
righteousness (Isa. 65. 17, 66. 22). 


The Old and the New Creations 


The Old Creation. The New Creation. 
Subject to Vanity (Rom. 8. Created in righteousness and 
20); true holiness (Eph. 5. 24); 
Groaning and travailing (22); Entered by Faith in Christ 
(2 Cor. 5. 17); 
Waiting for the manifesta- Wherein dwelleth right- 
tion (19); eousness (2 Pet. 3. 13); 


To be delivered from corrup. Eternal (2 Cor. 5. 1) 

tion (21). 

The Old Creation (seen and temporal) is a Parable of 
the New Creation (unseen and eternal). The Invisible is 
understood by the Visible (Rom. 1. 20). 
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LESSON 3 


His Coming Anticipated in the 
Old Testament 


nd Him, of whom Moses in the 


I. Text. “ We have fou 
d write, Jesus of Nazareth” 


law, and the prophets, di 
(John 1. 45). ) 
II. Main Lesson. The coming of Christ was foretold in 
many Old Testament Scriptures. 
The Lord said of them, “ These are they which testify 
of Me,” and asserted that Moses wrote of Him. 
He frequently applied the Old Testament Scriptures to 


Himself. 

TII. Scriptures to Study (being some of those to which 
the Lord referred as speaking of Him). 

In the Synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4. 18-21; Isa. 6l. 
1, 2): “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath 
anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord: ... This day is this Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” 

he Stone which the Builders Rejected (Matt. 21. 42; 
Luke 20. 17; Psa. 118. 26): “ Did ye never read in the 
Scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the 
same is become the Head of the Corner: This is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?” 

Christ—whose Son is He ? (Matt. 22. 42-45; Psa. 110. 1): 


“What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is He? They 


say unto Him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, 
How then doth David in spirit call Him Lord, saying, The 
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, till 
I make Thine enemies Thy footstool? If David then call 
Him Lord, how is He his Son ?” 

: His Last Words to Jerusalem (Matt. 23. 39; Psa. 118. 26): 
" Ye shall not see Me henceforth—till ye shall say, Blessed 
is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.” l 
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The Betrayal by Judas (John 13. 18; Psa. 41. 9): “I 
speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but 
that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread 
with Me hath lifted up his heel against Me.” 

- "The Shepherd Smitten (Matt. 26. 31; Zech. 13. 7): “ All — 
ye shall be offended because of Me this night: for it 1s 
written, I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock shall be scattered abroad.” 

The 63rd of Isaiah applied to Himselj (Luke 22. 37; 
Isa. 53. 12): “I say unto you, that this that is written 
must yet be accomplished in Me, And He was reckoned 
among the transgressors: for the things concerning Me have 
an end ” (hath fulfilment, R.V.). 

His Cry on the Cross (Matt. 27. 46; Psa. 22. 1): “ My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?” 

His Dying Word (Luke 23. 46; Psa. 31. 5): “ Inte Thy 
hands I commend My Spirit.” 

His Confession before the High Priest (Mark 14. 62; 
Daniel 7. 13): “The High Priest asked Him, Art Thou 
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed °? And Jesus said, I am: 
and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand 
of power and coming in the clouds of Heaven.” 

(For a full list of prophecies of our Lord’s first advent, 


see my Miracle of Prophecy, 6d.) 


IV. Some Old Testament Titles of Christ. 

The Seed of the Woman (Gen. 3. 15) who should bruise 
(crush) the serpent’s head. 

Shiloh (Gen. 49. 10) of whom, dying, Jacob prophesied: 
j rie Him shall the gathering of the people be” 
and— 

The Shepherd, the Stone of Israel (Gen. 49, 24). 

The Star out of Jacob (Num. 24. 17). 

The Sceptre out of Israel, foretold by Balaam. 

The Stone (Psa. 118. 28) rejected of the builders. 

A Prophet (Deut. 18. 15; Acts 3. 2%, 7. 37), of whom 
Moses spoke, “from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me.” 

The Child Born, the Son Given (Isa. 9. 6): “ The govern- 
ment shall be upon His shoulders, and His Name shall be 
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called Wonderful, Counsellor, Tho Mighty God, The 
Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

The Root of Jesse (Isa. 11.10): “An ensign of the people 
to whom tho Gentiles will seek, whose rest shall be glorious.” 

Emmanuel, “ Qod with us ” (Iss. 7. 14; Matt. 1. 28), 

His King and His Anointed (1 Sam. 2. 10): Hannah's 
song, ` He shall give strength unto His King and exalt 
the horn of His Anointed.” 

The Shepherd—God's Fellow (Zeon. 13. 7): “ Awake, 
O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man who 
is my fellow.” | 

The Lord Our Righteousness (Jer. 23. 6): “Jehovah 
Taidkenu.”’ 

The Mighty One of Jacob (Isa. 60. 16). 

The Branch (Zech. 6. 12): © The man whose Name is.” 

The Ruler in Israel (Mio. 5. 2): “ Whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting.” 

My Redeemer (Job 19. 25; Isa. 59. 20). 

Sun of Righteousness (Mal. 4. 2). 

The King Priest (Zech. 6. 13): After the order of Mel- 
chisedek (Psa. 110. 4). 


V. Other Lessons. 

L Him or Wuom Moses pip Warr. 

Our Lord said, “ Had ye believed Moses ye would have 
believed Me: for he wrate of Me.” 

Moses wrote the five books of the Pentatenoh. From 
each we oan find types of Christ: 


Genesis: The Ark, 

Exodus: The Passover Lamb, 
Levitious: The Scapegoat. 
Numbers: The Serpent lifted up. 
Deuteronomy : Tho City of Refuge 


These, of course, oan be added to. 


+ 


2. ‘Tam TUSTIMONY or win OLD ‘THSTAMENT Noriprures 
TO CHRIST. 


Our Lord constantly appealed to the Old Tostamont in 
support of His claim; 
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“Search the Scriptures for... they are they which 
testify of Me “ (John 5. 39). 

He ~~ the types of the Old Testament to Himself. 
The Manna: “Iam that Bread of Life. Your fathers 
did eat manna in the wilderness and are dead. This is 
the bread which cometh down from Heaven, that a man 
may aat thereof and never die ` (John 6, 48-50). 

The Braxen Serpent: “ As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness so must the Son of Man be lifted up ” 
(John 3. 14). 

Jonah (Matt. 12. 40): “As Jonas was three days and 
three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of Man 
be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.” 

(These may be searched out and added to.) 

3. Tae Ord TESTAMENT USED IN PREAOHING THE GOSPEL. 

Tt must be remembered that when the Gospel was first 
preached there was no New Testament. Peter and the 
other first preachers quoted from the Old Testament to 
confirm their testimony. 

See as examples Acts 2. 25-34, 3. 22-25, 4. 11, 25, ete. 

Let those who seek to disparage the value of the Old 
Testament consider this. 

á. Gov's Way or Satvatron has always been the same 
down the ages. It is by grace through faith on the ground 
of the Blood. 

The llth of Hebrews shows that the Old Testament 
saints knew and rejoiced in it. 

Abel was accounted righteous on the ground of a more 
excellent sacrifice (4). 

Noah was heir to the righteousness which is by faith (7). 

David describes “the blesseduess of the man to whom 
şod imputeth righteousness without works ° (Rom. 4. 6; 
Psa. 32. 1) and s0 on. 

They looked forward; we look back to the finished work 
of Christ upon the Cross. 

5. Tre WONDER OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TYPES. 

That the Gospel should have been anticipated 1,500 years 
before Christ came in the types is a wonder of inspiration. 
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The whole plan of Salvation and Life was enacted in the 
historical parable of the miraculous history of the Exodus 
and the entry into the Promised Land. 


This again can be worked out in great detail from the — 


Passover to Solomon in all his glory. 


VI. Application. 

Let us search the Old Testament Scriptures, for Christ 
is hidden therein. 

Let us rejoice in the confirmation of our faith—from those 
sacred oracles and their testimony to Him. 


ACROSTIC 


ALL SORIPTURE is given to: 

Sanotiry. “Sanctify them through Thy truth ” (John 17. 
17). 

CorrEoT. “Profitable for correction ” (2. Tim. 3. 16). 

Rwxsoros. “ Rejoicing the heart ”. (Psa. 19. 8). 

Instruct. “ Profitable for instruction in righteousness ” 
(2 Tim. 3. 16). 

Pury. “Purified your souls in obeying the truth” 
(1 Pet. 1. 22). 7 

Teach. “Teach mo Thy statutes ” (Psa. 119. 12). 

Untrz. “ Unite my heart to fear Thy Name ” (Psa. 86. 11). 

ae “ By them is Thy servant warned ” (Psa. 19. 

and be Karen, “ Thy words were found and I did eat 
them ” (Jer. 15. 16). 
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“Sanctified and Sent” 


T. Text. “Say ye of Him, Whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent into the world; Thou blasphemest 
bocause I said, I am the Son of God ?” (John 10. 36). 

IL. Main Lesson. To show how Christ came forth 
from the Father-—-to do His will in life and death, and to give 
effect to the eternal decroes and everlasting covenant. 

III. Scriptures to Study. It is in the Psalms and from 
the lips of the Lord Himself that we learn the secrets of 
eternity and of His sanctification by the Father for the 
work of Redemption, and His commission and appointment. 
Wo shall accordingly consider two great Messianio Psalms, 
written some 1,000 years before His manifestation in flesh. 


Psalm 2— 

This Psalm looks right on to the final apostasy and re- 
bellion of the nations, when they attempt to cast off the 
authority and rule of Christ. 

vv. 1-3. Lhe Nations Rebel Against Christ. “ Why do 
the nations rage and the people imagine a vain thing ? 
Tho kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against His Anointed 
(Christ), saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us.” 

vv. 4-5: The Lord views them with Derision and Wrath. 

He that sittcth in the Heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall 
have them in derision. Then shall He speak unto them 
in His wrath and vex them in His sore displeasure. 

y. 6: God sets HIS KING upon His Holy Hill in Zion. 
This was fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ (see Aots 2. 
25, 4. 28; and Heb. 12. 23). 

“ Vet have I set My King upon My Holy Hill in Zion.” 

v. 7: Christ Declares THE DECREU. He has been 
declared to be the Son of God, both— 

(a) By eternal begetting, and 
T In Resurrection (Acts 13. 33; Heb. 1. 5; and Rom. 
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“JT will declare the decree: the Lord (Jehovah) hath 
said unto Mo (Christ), Thou art MY SON; this day have 
I begotten Theo ” (cf. Matt. 3. 17, and 17. 5). 

v. 8: God Promises to Give Christ a Holy Seed. “ Ask 
of Me, and I shall give Thee the nations for Thine in- 
heritance (cf. Eph. 1. 11, n.v.), and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for Thy possession.” 

v. 9: And Universal Dominion. “Thou shalt break 
them with a rod of iron, and Thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potter’s vessel ” (that is those who rebel). 

vv. 10-11: The Nations are Bidden to Submit to Christ. 
“ Be wise, O ye kings, be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” 

v. 12: And to be Reconciled (cf. 2 Cor. 5. 20). “Kiss 
THE SON lest He be angry.” 

v. 12: And Fear lest Wrath come on Them. “ And ye 
perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a 
little ” (R.v.—“ His wrath will soon be kindled ”’). 

v. 12: Those who put their Faith in Chrost are blessed. 
“ Blessed are all they that put their trust (R.V.M., take 
refuge) in Him.” 

Psalm 110— 

v. 1: Christ is Seated at God’s Right Hand (see Matt. 22. 


44: Aots 2. 34; 1 Cor. 15. 25; Heb. 1. 13). “ Jehovah said 
unto My Lord (Christ), Sit Thou at My right hand.” 

v. 1: His Enemies will be Made to Submit to Him. “ Un- 
til I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.” 

v. 2: He is to be KING in ZION. “The Lord shall 
send the rod of Thy strength out of Zion: rule Thou in 
the midst of Thine enemies.” 

v. 3: There Shall be A WILLING PEOPLE. “ Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of Thy power, in the 
beauties of holiness... Thou hast the dew of Thy 
youth.” 

_v. 4: The WORD of the OATH makes Christ a Con- 
tinuing Priest (cf. Heb. 7. 21). “Jehovah has sworn and 
will not repent; Thou art A PRIEST FOR EVER after the 
order (manner or style) of Melchisedek.”’ 

vv. 5-7: He Shall have Universal Sway. “The Lord 
(Christ) at Thy right hand shall strike through kings 1n 
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the day of His wrath .. . therofore shall He lift up the 


head.” 
These two Psalms reveal to us somothing of the meaning 


of Christ’s being sanctified and sent by the Father. In 
His— 

(a) Being declared to be the Son. 

(b) Being seated as King in Zion at the right hand of the 
Father. | 

(c) Being predestined by the divine decree to universal 
dominion. | 

(d) Being given a Godly seed—an inheritance in His 
saints—a willing and obedient people. 

(e) Being appointed Judge to execute judgment (cf. John 
5. 22). 

IV. Other Great Scriptures roferring to the Royal 
Commission. 

Hebrews 1. 6: “ When He bringeth His first begotten into 
the world He saith, Let all the angels of God worship 
Him.” 

Psalm 40. 7: “ Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it 
is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O My God: Thy 
law is within my heart.” 

Psalm 45. 6 (quoted Hebrews 1. 8): “ Thy throne, O 
God (the Son), is for ever and ever; the sceptre of Thy 
kingdom is a right sceptre.” 


V. Our Lord’s Own References to It. 


John 3. 16: “ For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son.” 

Mark 12. 6: “ Having one Son, His Well Beloved, He 
sent Him.” 

John 8. 42: “I proceeded forth and came from God; 
neither came I of myself, but He sent Me.” 

John 6. 38: “ For I came down from Heaven, not to do 
Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.” 

ars 7. pe am i come of Myself, but He that 
sent Me is true, 10m ye kno i 
and He hath sent Me.” a Gen 

John 8. 23: “ Ye are from beneath; I am from above: 
ye are of this world; I am not of this world.” l 
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VI. Other Lessons froin the Study. 

l. Fren Grace IN tHE GIFT. It is sometimes said or 
implied that God had to send His Son, that He had no 
other way, but was under obligation to do so. This ig 
never so represented in Scripture. 

It was of the great love of His heart that He chose this 
way to save man, the giving of His best. “He so loved 
that He gave.” 

His grace was free to act as it would, and the way He 

acted revealed His grace, and that He was rich in mercy. 

2. THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE SON by the Father means 
that He set Him apart for the great work of redemption. 
To this the Son responded by setting Himself apart and 
devoting Himself to God for the work to which He was 
appointed. So Jesus said, “ For their sakes I sanctify 
Myself.” 

This, too, was voluntary. He became obedient to the 
commandment received from the Father, and voluntarily 
laid down His life, thus drawing out the love of the Father’s 
heart (see John 10. 17-18; and Phil. 2. 8). 

3. A STRANGER IN THE HartH. “He was in the world, 
and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him 
not ” (John 1. 10). He came unto His own (possessions), 
and His own (people) received Him not.” 

‘Well might Jeremiah ask, “‘ O Hope of Israel, the Saviour 
thereof in the day of trouble, why shouldst Thou be as a 
stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth 
aside to tarry for a night ?” (14. 8.) 

4 THE DECREE IRREVERSIBLE. When Christ declared the 
decree he announced the immutable counsel of God. 
Nothing can reverse or defeat the purposes of God.~ 

The One Whom men cast out and slew shall reign— 
God has decreed it. 

The Crowning Day is coming when He who wore the 
Crown of Thorns will have upon His head the many 
diadems. 


VII. Application. 


No better application could be made than that of 
Psalm 2. 12. 
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“ Kiss (be roconoilod to) the Son leat Ho bo angry, and 
yo perish from the way.” 


OUTLINES 
The teaching of the above can readily be cast into the 
alliterative form thus: 


Taz One Son, Tun WELL BELOVED. 


_ Sanorirrep by the Father. 

_ Sent into the world. 

_ STRANGER on the earth. 

` Suatep at tho right hand of God. 

SWAYING A Sceprre of righteousness, 
kings and Lord of lords. 


King of 


Or Be G9 tO et 


SANOTIFIED 


By God the Father (J ude 1). 

By the Holy Ghost (Rom. 15. 16). 

In Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 1. 2). 

By the Word of God (John 17. 17, 1 Tim. 4. 5). 

By Faith (Acts 26. 18). 

Through the Offering of the Body of Christ (Heb. 10. 10). 
Meet for the Master’s use (2 Tim. 2. 21). | 
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Threefold Sanctification of the Son 


(i) By the Father (John 10. 36). 
(ii) By His own, act (John 17. 19). 
(iii) By His obedience (Heb. 7. 26). 


LESSON 5 


The Great Mystery of Godliness 


“Gop was MANIFEST IN THE Fursa.” 


I. Text. “And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh” 
(1 Tim. 3. 16). “ 

II. Main Lesson. That Jesus of Nazareth was God 
manifested in flesh. This is the foundation truth (con- 
fessed by Peter, Matt. 16. 16) upon which the whole of 
Christianity rests. 

The greatest mystery and the most wonderful fact, 
before which we can only stand in awe and worship. 

III. Scripture to Study : 1 Timothy 3. 16. 

“ Without Controversy.” It is a matter beyond the 
reason of man. Controversy is futile and out of place. 

“ Great is the Mystery.” A mystery in Scripture is one 
of God’s secrets, which could not be discovered by science, 
nor guessed, nor known until God is pleased to reveal or 
uncover it. It is then an open secret for all who are 
enlightened by the Spirit. r 

“ Of Godliness.” The object of our faith, reverence and 
godly contemplation. 

“ God.” (Geds). We do well to hold fast to the a.v. 
rendering here. The alternative readings, “He who” (ós) 
as in the R.v., or “which” (6), are not so suitable to 
the meaning of the context. (For a full discussion of 
the evidence see Burgon’s Revision Revised, p. 424 et seq.) 

“ Was manifested in flesh”—that is, “was found in 
fashion as a man” in a body prepared Him of God, “in 
the likeness of sinful flesh,” but without sin. 

“ Justified in the Spirit.’ The Spirit Ho manifested 
when He walked on earth justified the claim He made to 
be the Son of God. 

“Seen of angels.” They welcomed His birth; they 
ministered to Him in His temptation and in the Garden 
of Gethsemane; they desired to look into these great 
eventa. 
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« Preached unto the Gentiles.” For He came not only to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers, but “ that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy ” (Rom. 15. 8). 

“ Believed on in the world.” For though many refuse 
the testimony, some believed and still do so. 

“ Received wp into glory.” “Was taken up into and 
reigns in glory.” . 

We may notice in this verse the three striking contrasts: 


Flesh me ... Spirit. 
Angels ... a ... Gentiles. 
World ... ia ... Glory. 


--. IV. Our Lord’s Testimony to His Deity. 

(a) He asserts it plainly : : 

John 10. 30. “ I and My Father are One ” (¢v=neuter, 
not one Person but one in essence). 

2 ohn 14. 9. “ He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father 
also.” 

John 8. 58. “ Before Abraham was, I AM.” 

John 6. 42. “I came down from Heaven.” 16. 27. 
“I came out from God.” 

John 5. 23. “ All men should honour the Son even as 
they honour the Father.” 

(b) Every page of the Gospel has on it words or works 
recorded that no mere man could have said or done. Open 
_ the Gospel at any page and see. 

(c) He behaved as if He were God. 

He forgives sins (Matt. 9. 2; Mark 2. 7; Luke 7. 48). 

He accepts worship (Matt. 2. 11, 8. 2, 9. 18, 14. 32-33, 
28. 9; John 9. 35). 

He answers prayer (John 14. 13-14). 

He raises the dead. 

(This subject is so great that it cannot be set out fully here. 
a reader is referred to my pamphlet The Deity of Christ 
1d.). i 


V. Other Lessons. 
1. Tue Bopy or Our Lorp. 


(a) This was specially prepared for Him. “A body 
hast Thou prepared Me ” (Heb. 10. 5). 
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It is spoken of as the Tabernacle in which He d welt (taber- 
nacled) amongst us (John 1. 14), and is described in Hebrews 
g. 2 and 9. 1l as: 

“The true Tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not 
man.” 

“A greater and more perfect Tabernacle, not made 
with hands—that is to say, not of this creation.” 

Of it we read— 

(b) It was “ in the likeness of sinful flesh,” but not sinful. 
What sinless flesh was like we do not know. Some think 
man was “covered with light as with a garment” (Psa. 
104. 2), being made in God’s image. 

(c) It was without sin. “In Him was no sin.” That 
holy thing “conceived of the Holy Ghost ” (Luke 2. 35) had 
no law of sin and death in its members as we have. He 
inherited no taint of Adam’s transgression (John 14. 30). 

(d) After Hts resurrection it was a glorified body (the 
body of His glory, Phil. 3. 21, R.v.). It was a spiritual 
body (1 Cor. 15. 44), not a spirit only without flesh and 
bones (Luke 24. 39). 

' 2. TEE REASONS FOR IT: 

(a) We read in Hebrews 2. 17, “ It behoved Him to be 
made like unto His brethren.” So that it could be said, 
“ He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all 
of one.” He can therefore call them His brethren. 

(b) He became man that as man He might die for us 

- men (Heb. 2. 9: “ That He by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man ”’). 

(c) That He might be perfected through sufferings (Heb. 
2.10), and so be fitted by this experience to become Captain 
(Heb. 2.10), High Priest, merciful and faithful (Heb. 2. 17), 
Saviour and Intercessor (Heb. 7. 25-26), Sympathizer 
(Heb. 4. 15), and Forerunner (Heb. 6. 20) of His people. 

i 3. Hz RETAINS His Bopy IN Hraven with the marks of 
ak passion $ n ohn 20. 27). He is seen in Heaven, “ A 
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E o Cian een slain (Rev. 5. 6). There is a Man 
4. THE GREATEST WONDER OF ALL THE MIGHTY WORKS OF 


oe was this, that He Who was Himself God should be also 
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“phat the Mighty God should be a child born and the 
Everlasting Mather a Son given unlo us may well entitle Ham 


unto the name of W onderful ” (J. Owen). 
The Incarnation of the Bon of ( tod is to be admired Be 


the most adorable effect of Divine Wisdom. 


VI. Application. 
Lot us adore the 


Mystery of Godliness. 
Let us confess and rejoice in Christ as “ our Lord and 


our God.” 


Wisdom and Grace of God in this Creat 


The Mystery of Godliness. 


What? Did the Lord come down from Heaven to earth $ 
And did He condescend to human birth 7 

In swaddling clothes within the manger laid, 

Who spread the Heavens the wide prospect made. 


O mystery of Godliness and Power ! 
Omniscient, He yet knew not the hour; 
Omnipotent, yet was through weakness slain; 


Immortal, yet within 4 tomb has lain. 
ing sisters cried: 


All present, yet the weep 
“ Hadst Thou been here, our brother had not died.” 
s speaking here 


And while with N icodemu 
Yet in the bosom of the Father was He there. 


Lord, grant us peace, a humble, contrite heart, 
To receive with meekness what Thou dost impart. 
To worship where we cannot understand, 
And bless Thee for the grace wherein we stand, 
G. G. 
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LESSON ð 


The Self-Emptying a 


“ Who made Himself of no reputation ” (R.V., 


I. Text. 
emptied Himself), Phil. 2. 7. 


Il. Main Lesson. The marvellous grace of the Lord 
Jesus, Who in Eternity was rich, for our sakes becoming 
poor that we through His poverty might be rich. His 
humbling of Himself to be found in fashion as a man 
necessitated the emptying of Himself in the manner 
described below. 

HI. Scripture to Study : Philippians 2. 3-13. 

1, EXHORTATION To LOWLINESS OF MIND: 

v. 3. “ Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory ; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 


themselves.” 


2. To UNSELFISHNESS: 
y. 4. “ Look not every man on his own things (interests), 


but every man also on the things of others.” 


3. To CHRISTLIKENESS: 
v. 5. “ Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 


Jesus.” 

4. THE GLORIOUS AND GRACIOUS EXAMPLE OF CHRIST: 

v. 6. “ Who, being in the form of God.” Since God has no 
outward or visible form this can only mean “ of the essential 
being of God ”—that is, Himself God. 

y. 6. “ Thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” He 
was not blaspheming when He made Himself “ equal with 
God ” (John 5. 18), and being a man “ made (represented) 
Himself God ” (John 10. 33) and claimed equal honour 
(John 5. 23), and said that He and the Father are One. 

v. 7. “ But made Himself of no reputation,” or, as in the 
R.V., “ emptied Himself.” 

The verb is kevów. It is found in Romans 4. 14 and 
1 Corinthians 9. 15, “ made void ”; 1 Corinthians 1. 17, 
“ made of none effect ”; 2 Corinthians 9. 3, “ be in vain ”; 
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and here “made of no reputation.” xevds is always 
rendered “ empty ” or “ vain ” (as in vv. 3 and 16). 

v. 8. “ And took upon Him the form of a servant.” Ho 
acted willingly in becoming the servant of God, so that 
He was equal with and servant to Him. 

v.8. “ And was made in the likeness of men.” “ Was 
made” by birth into the world, so that He was seen “in. 
the likeness of sinful flesh ” (Rom. 8. 3). 

v. 8. “ And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself”: not only humbled to become man, but when 
man yet further humbled Himself. 

v. 8. “And became obedient unto death.” The stoop 
down to death was an act of sublime obedience and 
humbling. 

v. 8. “ Even the death of the Cross.” The shame of it! 
A felon’s death on a Roman gibbet. So far He went in 
obedience. 


5. TuE EXALTATION FOLLOWING THE HUMILIATION: 


v. 9. “ Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him.” As the 
Lord Himself taught us, “ he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.” 

Highly exalted means to the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. 

v.9. “And given Him a Name which is above every name.” 
No name has the dignity and love that the name Jesus 
inspires. Its very mention startles the ears and warms 
the heart. 

v.10. “ That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in Heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth.” Heaven, Earth, and Hell shall ultimately 
submit to and confess that Name. 

v. 11. “ And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” For He must 
reign, King of kings and Lord of lords. 


6. APPEAL TO FOLLOW THE Great EXAMPLE: 


v. 12. “ Wherefore, my beloved, . . . work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.” Let obedience mark 
us as it did Him. 
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7. Tan POWDR TO DO so: 

v.13. “ For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.” We do not work for our 
salvation, but work out in obedience what He works in 
us—giving both the will and the power. 


IV. In What Sense did Christ Empty Himself ? 

1. NOT IN LAYING ASIDE His GODHEAD OR Darry. He did 
not cease to be God, nor become half God and half man, 
but wholly God and wholly man in a mysterious hypo- 
statical union impossible of definition. 

The Fourth Cicumenical Council held at Chalcedon 
A.D. 451, used the following terms: atreptis, “ without any 
change ” in the Person of the Son of God, which the Divine 
Nature is not subject unto; adiairetds, with a distinction 
of natures, but “ without any division ” of them by separate 
subsistences; asugchutés, ‘‘ without mixture ” or confusion; 
achéristés, “ without separation ” or distance (quoted from 
John Owen, Vol. I., p. 226, who adds), and ousiddos, 
substantially,” because it was of two substances or 
essences in the same person: ‘‘ as the fulness of the God- 
head dwelt in Him bodily.” 

2. Nor IN CEASING TO POSSESS ANY OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF 
Drity. He was still omnipotent, omniscient, and omni- 
present (John 3. 13 and 1. 18). For it is written, “ I am, 
Jehovah; I change not.” 

But it was— 

3. THE LAYING ASIDE OF ALL OUTWARD MANIFESTATION OF 
GLory—the “ regalia of royalty.” 

It would not have served His purpose to have walked 
among men in the shining dignity such as He displayed 
on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

4, Tum BEING FOR a SEASON MADE LOWER THAN THE 
ANGELS (Heb. 2. 9), although He had by inheritance ob- 
tained a more excellent name than they. 

5. Brcomine A DermnpEnt Bero. Man is a dependent 
being, and ag man He could say, “ I can of mine own self 
do nothing ” (John 5. 30); “ The Son can do nothing of 
Himself ” (Jobn 5. 19, 8. 28, 12. 49, 14. 10) 
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His works were not His, but the Father’s. His words 
were given Him to speak. His ear was opened morning 
by morning to hear as the instructed. Never throughout 
Eternity had He been dependent, but now He lived by 
faith (reliance) upon the Father (John 6. 57). 

6. BECOMING AN OBEDIENT ONE. Never before had He 
to obey, but now His whole pathway on earth was one of 
obedience. Obedience that was perfect and went even to 
the shameful death of the Cross. 

7. Havina Notuine (Dan. 9. 26, R.v.). He became poor 
—so poor as to be bereft of all. Nowhere to lay His head; 
until hanged upon the Cross He laid it down in death. 
Never was man poorer than He, when stripped of all. He 
died alone and forsaken. 

8. In NEVER AVAILING HIMSELF OF THE INHERENT : 
Powzrs or His DEITY, except at the Father’s command. i 

He would not command stones to become bread without | 
the Word of God by which He lived. He would not die 
without a commandment from the Father (John 10. 18). 
He must have authority to lay down His life and take 
it again. i 

V. Other Lessons from the Passage : i 

1. THE LORD WALKED THE PATH OY Farra. Dependence 
and obedience are the essence of faith. They form the : 
s dience of faith.” : 

He sire the “ Beginner and Perfecter of Faith ” (Heb. 
12. 2, R.v.). He would not ask His saints to walk in a 
path He had not Himself trod. So He became our Perfect 
Example of a Man of Faith. l 

9. An Opepienr Man. For the first time God looked 
down from Heaven upon a perfectly obedient man. His 


ience was: 
e Pen the Heart. He delighted to do the Father’s 


ill. 
i Subject to the Law. Born under the Law, He kept 


it and made it honourable. 
(c) Without a failure or lapse in thought, word, or deed, 


He earned the title “ a perfect man ” (James 3. 2) by “ not 
offending in word.” 
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(d) Approved of God, the Judge of all. j 
Heaven Ho said, “ This is M y Poored Son p taking ‘gee 
well pleased.” nner 

3. A Poor Man. He becamo go poor that we find Him— 

Borrowing a coin when Ile would draw a lesson from it 
(Luke 20, 24), | 

Bidding Peter find a coin in a fish's mouth with which 
to pay the tribute (Matt. 17, zi); 

Allowing the women from Galilee to minister to His 
need (Luke 8. 3; Mark 15. 41), 

Having nowhere to lay His head (Luke 9. 58). 

Suffering hunger (Matt. 21. 18; Luke 4. 2), and asking 
water to quench His thirst (John 4. 7) when weary from 
His journey. 

4. Yrrupina HmsrLr ro Wiorup Man, to be mocked, 
scorned, beaten and crucified. 


‘How didst Thou humble Thyself to be taken, 
Led by Thy creatures and nailed to tho Cross, 
aod. of mon, and of God, too, forsaken, 
Shunning not darkness, the ourse and the loss !” 


VI. Application. 


The appeals in the passage should serve— 

(a) No strife or vainglory, but lowliness of mind. 

(b) Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jogus. 

(c) Work out in obedience your salvation with fear and 
trembling, as He works in you, to will and to do of His 
good pleasure. 


‘ EMPTIED.” 


Envy and ENMITY. 
Matron and MuUrmMURING. 
May we be as Prion and PREJUDICE. 
Hre, emptied /'ToucHINness and TEMPER. 
of all [LL-FEBLING and [MPLAOABILITY. 
Kivi and Estam (of self). 
DISOBEDIENCE and DHCEIT. 


Lesson 7 


His Morai Glory 


I. Text. “We beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
Only-Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” 
(John 1. 14). 

II. Mein Lesson. Glory is manifested character. The 
character of our Lord Jesus displayed in His walk on 
earth was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from 
sinners; He dwelt among us, “ full of grace and truth.” 
All the moral qualities of God were seen in Him in perfect 
balance, so that He could say, “ He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father also.” 


III. Scriptures to Study. Seven Glimpses of His Moral 


` Glory. 


(i) Matthew 11.29: His Meekness and Lowliness. “Learn 
of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.” 

(ii) Isaiah 50. 4-6: His Attention and Submission. “ The 
Lord God hath given Me the tongue of the learned, that I 
should know how to speak a word in season to him that is 
weary: He wakeneth morning by morning, He wakeneth 
mine ear to hear as the learned. The Lord God hath 
opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned 
away back. I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from 
shame and spitting.” 

(iii) Isaiah 53. 7: His Patience under Shame. “ He was 
oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His 
mouth: He is brought as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not 
His mouth.” 

(iv) Acts 10. 38: Hts Going About Doing Good. “ God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power: Who went about doing good, and healing all that 
were eet of tis ae j 

(v) Hebrews 7. 26: His Purity and Sinlessness. “ 
an High Priest became us, Who is holy, harmless bale, 
R.V.), undefiled, separate from sinners.” 
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(vi) 1 Peter 2. 21-23: His Lxample of Suffering Wrong. 
fully. “ Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 


that we should follow His steps: Who did no sin, neither 


was guile found in His mouth: Who, when He was reviled, 
reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 
but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously.” 

(vii) John 13. 4-17: His Example of Lowly Service to 
Others. ‘‘ He riseth from supper, and laid aside His gar- 
ments; and took a towel, and girded Himself. After that 
He poured water into a bason and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
He was girded. ... So after He had washed their feet, 
and had taken His garments, and was set down again, He 
said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye 
call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so Iam. If 
I then, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have given you an example that ye 
should do as I have done to you.” 


IV. Other Lessons from the Study. 

1. Tae CHARACTER or Gop. All through the Old Testa- 
sae God is depicted as Just and Gracious—Righteous and 

ood. 

“ A Just God and a Saviour.” 

Tender-hearted, yet holy in all His ways; slow to 
anger and of great mercy; yet terrible in righteousness 
and. awful in holiness. The two figures chosen bear this 
out: “ God is Light ” and “ God is Love.” 

In Creation these are evident. God said, “ Let there be 
Light ”—-His first recorded utterance. Then He looked 
on all He had made, and, behold, it was very good, and He 
blessed man. 

M — vee ae Beene qualities that were seen 
sus when He dwel as “full 
tpi ea elt among us. He was “full o 
The Lot AND TRUTH IN Tun Lorp’s Worps ann WAYS. 
H ord Jesus r 1ever showed Grace at the expense of Truth. 
te never dealt in Righteousness without showing Mercy. 
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Illustrations of Grace and Truth. 


(a) The Man at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5. 8 and 14): 

Grace said, “ Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” 

Truth said, “ Go, and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
come unto thee,” 

(b) The Woman Taken in Adultery (John 8. 11): 

Grace said, ‘‘ Neither do I condemn thee.” 

Truth said, “ Go, and sin no more.” 

(c) The Syro-Phenician Woman (Matt. 15. 26 and 28): 

Truth said, “ It is not meet to take the children’s bread, 
and to cast it to dogs.” 

Grace said, ‘‘ O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 
as thou wilt.” 

(d) The Nobleman of Capernaum (John 4. 48 and 50): 

Truth said, “ Excopt ye see signs and wonders, ye will 
not believe.” 

Grace said, “ Go thy way; thy son liveth.” 

(e) The Guilty City—Jerusalem (Matt. 23. 37-39): 

Truth pronounced its doom. 

Grace wept over it, and foretold a day when it would 
wolcome Him, saying, “ Blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord.” 

(J) In the Gospel Message (John 3. 36): 

Grace says, ‘ Ho that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life.” 

Truth says, “ He that believeth (obeyeth) not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 

3. Tum Srniessnuss or Curist, This is attested: 

(a) By His own Challenge and Confession— 

John 8. 46: “ Which of you convinceth (convicteth) Me 
of sin ?” 

John 14. 30: “ ‘The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in Me.” 

John 8. 29: “T do always those things that ploaso Him 
(the Father),”’ 

(b) By the Testimony of His Enemies and Others— 

Pilate (three times): “I find no fault in this Man” 
(John 18. 38, 19. 4 and 6). 

Herod: “ Nor yet Herod ” (Luke 23. 15). 
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Pilate’s Wife: “ Have thou nothing to do with t 
Man ” (Matt. 27. 19). 

Judas: “ I have betrayed the innocent blood ” (Matt 
27. 4). . 

The Thief on the Cross: “ This Man hath done nothing 
amiss ” (Luke 23. 41). © 

The Centurion: “ Truly this Man was the Son of God ” 
(Mark 15. 39). 

“ Certainly this was a righteous Man ” (Luke 23. 47). 

(c) By the Father, speaking from Heaven (twice): “ This 
is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased ” (Matt. 
4, 17, I7. 5). | 


4. TuE WISDOM THAT IS FROM ABOVE. James, the Lord’s 
brother, writing of the Wisdom that is from above, may 
well have had in mind the holy life lived in the home of 
Nazareth, of which he had been a witness, when he wrote: 
“ The Wisdom that is from above (cf. 1 Cor. 1. 24} ts first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiahty, and without hypoc- 
risy ” (James 3. 17). 


V. Application. 
Let us Look on Him as He walked, and seek to walk as 
He walked. E 
Learn of Him Who is meek and lowly in heart, 
and so become— 
Like Him, having the same mind that was in Him. 


Some of the Moral Beauty. 
The Meekness and Gentleness of Christ (2 Cor. 10. 1). 
The Love of Christ (Rom. 8. 35). 
The Obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10. 5). 
The Tender Mercies of Christ (Phil. 1 8, B.v.). 
The Grace of Christ (2 Cor. 8. 9). 
The Sufferings of Christ (1 Peter 1. 11 and 5. 1). 
The Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ (Phil. 3. 8.) 


